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musical gift, he drops out soon, and parries the appeal to
his self-feeling by deriding singing and those children
who excel him. He finds some way of making this exer-
cise appear unworthy of his effort, whereas the musical
child, once started by the appeal to his self-feeling, is
carried along by zeal for music itself, and puts forth
great energy without requiring such extraneous stimuli
to be constantly applied.

It is the same way with curiosity as a motive. Un-
doubtedly, curiosity may be aroused in the child about
a great many things that are new to him. All normal
children may thus be got to make a start in the study
of plants or numbers or words. But one child then
evinces an interest in one particular subject matter,
and another child not, though he may show interest in
another sort of thing. One child will go far in a certain
subject with very little prodding, while another child
can only be brought forward by constant attention from
above. Yet this second child may later prove to have
good abilities in some other line, and do much in it of
his own initiative. When the matter of special abilities
of individuals is subjected to exact study, it is found that
specialization of capacity is a real fact. To be sure, a
child who shows ability in one line is rather apt to show
some ability in any other line that you may select for
examination; yet he is almost certain to have his forte
at some one point, and not to be equally gifted in all
directions. The likelihood of finding a child who does
well in one thing doing well also in other things might be
laid to such general factors as curiosity or self-assertion,
as well as to general retentiveness or general tempera-
mental factors; but the specialization of gifts which